ESSAYS ON THE GITA

at least it is in man that it draws nearest to the full
divine and there first becomes, even in the outward
intelligence in the form, obscurely conscious of its
divinity.  But still there too there is a limitation,
there is that imperfection of the manifestation which
prevents the loww forms from having the self-
knowledge of their identity wdth the Divine. For in
each limited being the limitation of the phenomenal
action is accompanied by a limitation also of the
phenomenal consciousness which defines the nature of
the being and makes the inner difference between
creature and creature.  The Divine works behind
indeed and governs its special manifestation through
this outer and imperfect consciousness and will, but is
itself secret in the cavern, guhdydm, as the Veda puts
it, or as the Gita expresses it, "In the heart of all exist-
ences the Lord abides turning all existences as if
mounted on a machine by Maya/' This secret working
of the Lord hidden in the heart from the egoistic
nature-consciousness through which he wwks, is God's
universal method with creatures. Why then should
we suppose that in any form he comes forward into the
frontal, the phenomenal consciousness for a more
direct and consciously divine action? Obviously, if
at all, then to break the veil between himself and
humanity which man limited in his own nature could
never lift.

The Gita explains the ordinary imperfect action
of the creature by its subjection to the mechanism of
Prakriti and its limitation by the self-representations
of Maya. These two terms are only complementary
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